BRSO T VISITT TO DREYFU

Exactlv How the Prisoner is Guarded, the Precise Regimen of His Daily Life and His Message--"I D0 NOT-
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Chronofogy of - the -Most Famous Prisoner of Ehe Century,

#

{From Sketeh by Dre. Hedthaualt.)

Dreyfus’s Bedroom In the Hot Inside’the Scockad:,

(Copyright, 1808, by W, R. Hearsl)
3 2GR the first time o man swcho has seen and  tolled goitk  Dyeyfus, the
‘(11 prigsoner of Derids Ixtoued, veedals off that he kanws.
P Thiz man iz Dy, Lean Berthaglt, «ho writes for the Suwday Jour-
nal a profoundiy interesting and oftea thrilling acconunt of what he learned.
Dr. Berthault is a French phusicion acho. until vevettly, proctised. in

- {'aycnnr. the capital ‘of French Guiana, off the coast of which is Depil's: Isl-

and.  He was temporarily emploved as a phykicvien in the conviel settioment
«of the Ile “Royale; which* adjoing Deeil*s Tsland:
= "It was then that ke saw oped Wiked anith Alfyed H”ufm tire: ew-captain
of ‘artillery, whose condempation do imprisepmond for life on  admittedly
forged docunients has vaised an agitation  that threafens to deatray  the
Frepch Repulilie,

" Dr. Berthault cloquently deseriins Direyfus’s horrible surraundings. He
hag not aven the 1iberty of pestilent Decil's Tslohd. He i chained to Tiig bed
df night. He is allowed for only a Toio fours during the day to go into a
tiny enclosure formed by ¢ pulisade so high that he cannot see the ocean. He
fs allowed ta speak to no one. ’

His health ix bad, but his spivits are kept up by o pe Hef in the ultimate
suceesz of the efforts to release i
; At one time it wguld have bepn easy to. rescue him. To prove this AL
"l“eﬂynm: Divictor of (fhe Penitentiary, londvd seoretly and reached Dregius's
_RoWge withowt alarming the guard.
Nowe excape waolld he far more difficudt, but accovding to Dr. Rerthauit
there are many adeenturers in Cayenne swhe would make the atfempt,
A totver weith a Hotehkizs gun eommand's Devil'e Island and the sur-
vounding ocemy.  The guards havk orders to kill Iveyfus first in cave of an
aflempt at rescue.
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1893. Captain Alfred Dreyfus, only
Staff of the French army.

ished to Devil’s Island for life.
' * * *

used against .Dreyfus at his trial.
declares Dreyfus innocent.

punished.

documents referred to.

++

HAVI gesn and spoken to Dreyfug, the pris-

oner of Devil's Island, the most famous
prisoner in the world.

In my capacity as a physiclan I was
privileged to see him. Believing In hls in-
nopence, and feeling a great sympathy for
him, I took care t0 encourage him awnd to
obtaln from him & message for the world.

I have been a practising physiclan in
Cayenne, the ungpeakable capital of the
unspeakable French colony of Gulana.

In July last there was an ontbreak of yellow fever
among the convicts of the Ile Royale: Two of the prison
doctors were stricken down, and T was eallsd’ in, with
others from Cayenne, to save tlie situation.

At that tims, you will remember;, there was an outery
in Franee that Dreyfus was dangerously {11 and that h-
wad being done to death by the severity of his kezpars,
The Minister of the Colonics ordered M. Verlgnon, the di-
rector of the penitentiary, to have a medical report pre-
pared of Dreyfos's condition.

One of the regular prison doctors was assigned to mak=
thls report, but I managed to accompany him. I may say
here that the doctors were the only persons at the peni-
tentiary who cared whether Drevius lived or died.

The Tles du Salut are three in number, Of thexg the
northernmost is  tha Ile dn Diable (Devil's’ Island), the
prigon of Dreyfus. The largest {sland in ths centre of thz
tovale and contains the conviet
t. Jeseph—

group ls called the Tle «
settlement. On the southern Island—the Tle 8
there are only some storehouses,

Sepn on a fins day, the islafds are gems in the ocean.
TThey are crowned by beautifulls Brren potoanyt trees.
In reality, they are full of fever, alternatsly scorehed by
the sun and drenched by the rain, ewarming with spakes,
mosqititoes and noxious insects.

From the It Royale one ean almost hear 8 person
speak on Devil's Island, and can easily disiingulsh slgns
made by him,

In the first place, 1 will relate my personal experienoz
with Dreyfus. On our first visit ‘we were accompanicd by
M. Verignon, the director of th= penitentary. We found
the prisoner suffering from an aflf¢cticn of the Uver, ange-
mia and other conditions; due to nervous depresdion and
impropersnourighment. f;

At the time he was aled sufferlvng from an ine'plnt at-
tack of bilious fever, which might becoms grave II mat
attended to. v

I felt the prisener's pulse, and at the same time man-
gged to whisper Lo him that T woukl take a message from
him if T could. At this moment my m=dlesl friend was
oceupying 3. Verignon in somewhat animated conversa-
tion.

Dreyfus was confined te his bad five days, ard reqired
constant medical attention. My friend was greatly cecu-
pled by the sick convicts, who wer& dying lk= pofsaned
rats.

I was therefore assigned {0 atiend Dreyfus,

At all times T was watched bnth by T;reyfus's guards
and an official speclally detailed by the director of the
penitentiary, Nevertheless, my prolonged visits wesaried
the guards somewhat, and: they unintentionally permilted
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Sta:ka&e ir.c the Lonel? W Iudun Bzwl’s Islmd, W’here France's quous Pn.semr Is Coaimgd.
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1894. Tried for selling military secrets to Germany, publicly degraded and ban~

* 1896. Colonel Picquart declares that Majur Esterhazy was author of bordereau
Picquart is punished.
1897." M. Scheurer-Kestnet, Vice-President of Senate, investlgates case and

1898. Emile Zola affirms the illegality of Dreyfus’s condemnation and is

M. Gavaignac, Minister of War, declares his absolute belief in Dreyfus’s
guilt based on documents not produced at trial.
——— Golonel Henty commits suiclde,

— — Brisson Gabinet orders a revision of the Dreyfus case.
——— General Zurlinden orders the arrest of Golonel Ficquart in order to condemn
him before the highest civil court in France can reopen the Dreyfus case.
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Jewish officer appointed to the General

* * *

virtually admitting charge that he forged
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me to hold comtmunication with the prisoner,

“Do not be discouraged,” I"aa.id. “Truth and justice ar:
on your side, and they will save you in the end. Your
friends are invincible., They do not know when they are
beaten. Once your case geemed hopeless, Now the pros-
Pecte are bright.” :

Dreyfus said to me at varlous times:

“T do not give up hope. That is the only thing which
keeps me alive. But the ordeal almost kills me., Th= dis-
grace, the elimate, the horrible solitude, the brutal reglm=
here, are enough to kill & man with brighter prospects than
mine.

“Tell m# friends that T will keep allve, i{f I can, out of
gratitude for 'Qieir work." .

I had, of eburse, an upnpmtunlty to galn a perfect knowl-
edge of the surroundings of Dreyfus.

Three bulldings In all are oceupled by Dreyfus and hls
guards, They gre situated near the southern end of the
Island on a little plateau 60 feet long by 150 feet high.

The objeet which at once strikes the eye Iz & wooden
tower, some thirty feet high, with a platform at the tap.
Here is mounted ‘a Hotchkiss machihe gun. It aweens
the island and the surrounding ocean, and is capable of
destroyipg any craft less than a war ship.

The tower backs against the house of the gnards, a wooden building twenty-
five feet square, with a veranda.

One only seea the roof of Dreyfus’s hut, which 1s enclosed In a'hich wo yden
palsade. The hut is of sheet Iron, so that the prizoner may not eut holes in it

The space within the pallsade i2 thirty-six by e'ghteen fegt in extent. The
fence 1s composed of great wooden posts, seven feet high, with gquare sides,
fitted so closely together that a mouse cpuld not craw] between, At its suuth-
ern extfemity it has been nepeszary to support the palizade with masonry.

At the extreme southern point of the island are the bulldings which Direyfus
and hils guards occupled two years ago,

He is now treated with greater severlty than at 'that time. He could then
wander about his fsland and look at the people on the llg Royals. Once ha
recelved signals from a man on the jsland who wished to ald his escaps, Now
he cannot see the ocean. He is a prisoner in the palizade;

Devil's Island can be peached without attracting th: attention of the guards,
M. Verignon, the director, proved this by dolng it himself.

Dreyfus could be rescued, If he would consent. There are dozens of ex-con-
victs and queer water-side characters in Cayenne who make it @« bBusiness of
helping conviets to escape. They often succeed. For the m n'y that D.c-_vfus‘n
friends could pay"they would make an unusgually desperate aliempt. One o
them said to me:

“For a milllon franes I would stake my life that I would resciie him."

M. Verlgnon is well aware of the possibility of escape [or goms of his con-
viets. He endeav ored}o make It an impossibility for Dreyfus,

To test the efflicacy of his measures, he determined to attempt a secrst land-
ing on Devil's Island himself, He [reely risked his life.

Alone, 'he took a light salling boat from the Ile Royalesalled around the
Ile 8t. Jaseph, and approached Devll's Island from the north, the point farthest
removed from the watech tower. On a nlght of Egyptian darkness, over a sea
swarming with sharks, he threaded his way through a net work of reefs and
ran into a little creek.

Creeping around the shore of the island disturbing snakes and allizators, he
finally opened the light of the guard house, Slowly he crept up, expiging him-
self to death in the open ground.

No ope observed him. He Jooked Into Dreyfus's hut and siw his guard

‘sleeping, An attempt to rescue, backed by half a dozen desperate men, weuld

surely haye succeeded.

Then M, Verignon opened the door of the guard house, and sald, before they
had time to shoot him:

“I am M. Verlgnon, director of the penitentiary.”

The guardd swere changed. M. Verignon tried the sams
experiment agaln, and again he succeszded. He will d.ay
thlg, but I have positive knowledge of Its truth. \

M, Verignon made a report of these svents to M. Andre
liebon, the Minister of the Colonles, He was a furlons per-
secutor of Dreyfus. He determined to secure the prisoner,
even If it were necessary to chaln him hand and foot,

With thisfobject in view, he selected a special agenl=an
offensively zealous and self-important publle funcHonary.
This was M. Denjel, who held the rank of commandant d:
penitencier—a minor position.

* This person used to march proudly through Cayenne
soclety, exclalming:

“I bear a secret of state, ®* ®* * My misslon i5 of high
na.tlmmf importance.

He proceeded. to regulale the treatment of Dreyfus ac.
cording to his own jdeas.

M. Danel caused Dreyfus to he chalned to his bed every
night. A heavy plank bed was placed in the prisoner’s
hut. At the foot of (he bed an iron rod was fixed, To this
Dreyfus's ankles were fastened every night by means of

and refractory criminals in the Ile Royale. The pain and
the humiliation almost killed Dreyfus.

The Governor of the colony protested that It was un-
justifiable, The prisoner's friends, who hear sverything
concerning’ his treatment, remonstrated, All was in vain.

“Dreyfus was and still, is treated with a severity not
Justified by his sentence. He was condemned (o transpor-
tatlion for life and shonld have af least the same treatment
- as the ordinary erlminals of the penal settlement. As a
mutter of fact he is condemned to cellular confinement,

the high palisade. He Is watched every moment of his
life. '

‘In his one living room s an fron cage In which a sentry
_'att'_s perpetually and watehes him. The object of the iron
cage Is that Dreyfus may not surprise the guasrd in a
'mciment of carclessness or sleepiness and overpower him.

are far enough apart to allow the man Inside to shoot

1 by meaus of which the sentry can alarm his com-
'.pnmp&m the m:nu houlu. ,Tho moBL eumn 1 _.ﬂm u

PHOTOGRAPH OF
CAPT. ALFRED
DREYFUS,
TAKEN
BY
THE

FRENCH
IMMEDI-

ATELY

AFTER HIS

chalns. Tt I= the method adopted with the most dangerous

‘He 18 not allowed beyond the narrow space enclossd by

1 touk the opportunity to examine this cage. The bare

thrcmgh them. Inside Is a button connecting with an alec-

ON DEVILS ISL/

(FROM A SKETCH FOR THE. SUNDAY.

Dreyfus Imprisoned in a Hut with a French Soldier on Gua.l'd

DEGRADATION,



